
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



SERMON OUTLINES. 

Col. i : 12-14 : 

" Giving thanks unto the Father, 
Who made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light ; 
Who delivered us out of the power of darkness, 
And translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love ; 
In whom we have our redemption, the forgiveness of our sins." 

Introduction : Even to a Christian the question sometimes arises : 
"What have I to be thankful for?" By taking thought, a multitude 
of gifts of God's "common providence " will come into mind, some 
of them at special seasons. But the richer blessings of God's grace 
are a perennial cause of gratitude, even in the absence or eclipse of 
other divine gifts. 

Theme : Grounds for a Christian's thankfulness to God. 

I. We are appointed heirs. — God has given us ability or fitness with 
reference to sharing in the lot of the saints in light, i. e., to have part 
and lot with those who are called to a life of holiness, in the white 
light of truth which fears no searchlight of judgment. 

II. We are delivered. — Set free from the power of darkness. It was 
a real power, of a kingdom really existing, in antagonism and opposi- 
tion to God's kingdom of light and holiness. The gospel of Christ 
found us in Satan's grip in this kingdom of darkness and set us free. 

III. We are naturalized. — "Translated us into the kingdom of the 
Son of his love." What a mark of honor and distinction ! We are 
brought over into a state not ours by nature or by right — made citi- 
zens of the kingdom of God's well-beloved son ! 

IV. In him we have redemption and forgiveness. — We are redeemed, 
not only from the punishment of sin, but from the guilt of it, for Christ 
has made expiation for us. In suffering for us he bore to the utter- 
most the sense of God's just displeasure toward sin. 

This atoning work of Christ alone made forgiveness possible through 
faith. Man must, but only God could, render this expiation. The 
God-man, whose glorious work this is, is set forth in his majesty in 
this chapter and the next. Thus there are infinite grounds for grati- 
tude. 
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EXEGETICAL CRITICISM. 

It is not clear of what the preacher judges that "we are appointed heirs." 
Does he understand "light" to refer to the holiness and bliss of the world to 
come, which we shall hereafter inherit, or to the holy life in which we are 
now to participate? In the former case, "light" should be more sharply 
defined; in the latter case, the phrase "appointed heirs" is misleading and 
had better be avoided. If he understands the word "light" to be a moral 
term which makes no distinction between life now and life hereafter, the 
word "heirs" (which involves a rather free paraphrase of the Greek) ought 
to be avoided or carefully defined. 

Proposition IV, in its reference to expiation, goes beyond the meaning of 
this sentence or its necessary implications. If the preacher intends here to 
depart from the exposition of his text and enter upon the discussion of the 
grounds of forgiveness, it would be well at least to indicate the other Scripture 
of which he intends to make use. Would it not be as well, with so ample and 
rich a passage as this, to confine the discourse to the text? 

E. D. Burton. 



HOMILETICAL CRITICISM. 

This sermon can hardly be called expository. It should be classified as 
a text sermon. The theme is not stated definitely, since any grounds for 
thankfulness are grounds for a Christian's thankfulness. It would be better 
to say, "The Chief Grounds for a Christian's Thankfulness." The principal 
phrases of the text are used skilfully as a basis for the four divisions of the 
sermon, and hence the plan, on the whole, is a good one. There are two 
respects, however, in which it might be improved. First, the four divisions are 
not sufficiently jointed together; they do not appear to be members of a body 
united by a vital force common to them all ; and, as a result, they suggest 
four sermonettes, rather than a sermon. Greater organic unity might be 
secured by recapitulating them in the closing part of the sermon, and showing 
the intimate relation of each to all the others. Secondly, the plan does not 
make progress from cause to effect, or from the doctrinal to the emotional 
and the practical. The text is one which might well be taken in reverse 
order as follows: (i) Our redemption in Christ; (2) this the cause of our 
translation into his kingdom ; (3) of our deliverance from the power of dark- 
ness, and (4) of our appointment to be heirs of all things. The sermon 
would thus secure unity, and the proper rhetorical movement towards the 
emotional and the practical. 

Franklin Johnson. 

The University of Chicago. 



